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Minutes of the 17th meeting of the Association Executive Committee

Warsaw, Poland: 19-20 June, 2010

Present: Christine Roland-Lévy [President & Chair], Julie Spinthourakis [President-Elect], Alistair Ross [Past-President], Anne-Marie Van den dries [Treasurer], Susana Goncalves [Secretary], Marta Fülöp [Research & Publications Officer], Riitta Korhonen, Nanny Hartsmar, Beata Krzywosz-Rynkiewicz, Peter Cunningham, Teresa Carbajo Garcia [minutes]

17.1
Apologies

Teresa Carbajo Garcia was absent from part of the meeting due to illness

17.2
Chair’s Announcements

There were no announcements from the Chair.

17.3
Minutes of the 16th meeting in Barcelona and matters arising
The minutes of the sixteenth meeting of the Association Executive were accepted as a true record of the meeting held in Barcelona in May 2010. Action points were undertaken or will be undertaken by October 2010 or will be covered by the current meeting’s agenda. 

Matters arising
AMVdd to draft suggestions for simplification/changes to subscription rates for discussion at EC meeting in Berlin, October 2010.

17.4
Outstanding publication award
An initial document was drafted by AR and was circulated and discussed at the previous meeting in Barcelona. The meeting discussed the two outstanding of whether to grant two awards, one recognising excellence in practice and one excellence in research. 

A vote on whether to make the distinction between practice and research is carried for the motion to make the distinction between the two awards (6 for the distinction, 4 against). A vote on whether to award one or two awards results in 5 votes for and 5 votes against.

Based on this result, CRL as the chair suggests that the number of awards is left open, depending of the quality of the proposals. If two awards are given it will be one to each form (research or practice). This dual focus must be reflected in the advertising of the award, as well as in the composition of the awarding panel.  It is agreed that AR will alter the proposed document accordingly, and will change the word “possibly” when used in text for “primarily”. 

2) A revised version which was prepared by AR for discussion at the meeting, was discussed but no decision was taken; the criteria and system for nomination/judging requires further discussion and final agreement. AR will prepare a further paper on this in order that a final decision can be made at the meeting in Warsaw.

17.5
Annual sequence of events/reporting requirements/legal responsibilities
Annual sequence of events and legal responsibilities. AR has put together a document with the annual sequence of events, the reporting requirements and the EC legal responsibilities, and would like to remind the meeting that it is vital that these are followed. It is agreed that these will be kept up to date and in some cases the deadlines will be moved forward. It is also agreed that members of the EC will be assigned to dealing with individual points. It is also agreed that the annual items will become standing items on the agenda for each meeting.
Reporting requirements. It is agreed that the LMU office will continue to prepare the accounts for the Charity commission and Company House report (the latter is then sent to the accountancy firm) and then pass the details for the treasurer to compile the narrative report. 
17.6
Bank account signatories
 It is proposed that as of the 1st of October the bank signatories are changed from AMVD AR and JA to AMVR, JS and PC. The motion is proposed by CRL, seconded by JS. It is carried by a unanimous vote.

17.7
Membership
Individual membership currently stands at 114 members and institutional membership at 34 members (with representation of 19 countries across all members). A membership registration desk was set up during conference registration at the Barcelona conference. Thanks to AR and JS for the work manning the desk. This will be carried on in Dublin.

17.8
Finances 
It is agreed that the Treasurer and President will contact LMU office quarterly to ask for a financial update that they can then use to prepare a financial statement which will be presented at each EC. 

17.9
Research grant
The decision on who will be awarded the grant will be taken at the next meeting in October in Berlin. There has been a change to the research schedule to a calendar year starting in January, which means modifications to the yearly schedule as follows:

June: MF to send announcement to SG for July/August newsletter

July/August: Announcement in the newsletter
October: Deadline for submissions to be set for Monday the 11th of October, after checking with the LMU office that this gives Lindsay Melling at the LMU office enough time for the submissions to be gathered and circulated this year. The original deadline of the 30th of October will be maintained for future years. EC will then decide who will be receiving the grant at the Berlin meeting. 

January: Start of the grant.

April: Report of the research undertaken to be sent to the EC before the 30th of the month by the awardees. It is expected that this report will outcome on a publication in a journal, a report on the CiCeA website and a summary in the newsletter, and details of this will be added to the call. As feedback will be needed specially when submitting the research to journals it will be necessary to identify two members of the EC which will be able to provide this support. It is agreed that MF will coordinated this, liaising with the specific member of the EC depending of the area of expertise needed. MF will then write back with the combined feedback. If the submission wants to be make to the CitizED journal, feedback will be available from CRL. 
17.10
Research Centre Network
CRL has not yet received suggestions on possible ways of enlarging it and broadening its reach. Details of the network will appear again in the next newsletter to encourage members to send their suggestions. PC to clarify who the contact person will be for the centre at LMU in time for the newsletter. 
17.11
Newsletter
The Executive Committee thanked SG for her continued excellent work on the newsletter. As per SG latest email, the EC is encouraged to send items for the coming newsletter as soon as possible. 

17.12
Website 
AMVD has now found a tutor and she will be in a position to assure the updating of the website when she takes over AR.

17.13
Competition for travel grants 

AMVD will send the form for the competition for travel grants. At present there is £10,000 in the account of which £ 6,600 will be used up by the expected yearly expenditure.  It will then be possible to propose three travel grants of £500.00. The criteria, as follows, will be announced in the September newsletter, together with the 11th of October deadline. To be eligible for a grant the recipient will have to be a CiCea member or student or employed by an institution with, when possible, a bilateral agreement between institutions. The project to be conducted under the grant should be set our clearly in the application. The grant is to be used as a contribution to the necessary travel and subsistence expenses, which will have to be substantiated with the appropriate receipts. The recipient will also be advised that CiCea does not accept any responsibility during the stay covered by the grant and that the awardee needs to be suitably insured. As these grants are made available to encourage work around the research centres, the grant will not be available to those attending conferences. The differences between the research grant and the travel grant, which is connected to the research centre will be highlighted in the call to appear in the newsletter. CRL will prepare a text that can be discussed electronically.

Three EC meetings will meet separately to explore what to do if a research centre wants to apply on behalf of someone to the travel grant, to be able to invite them to work with them for a period of time. Their suggestions will then be discussed at the Berlin meeting. 
17.14
CitizED Scotland, 2-4 July 2010
As CRL is not in a position to attend the next meeting, RK will attend on behalf of CiCeA, as she is due to present a paper at the conference. CRL will send all details to Ian Davies of CitizED. RK will also send details of the forthcoming meeting, which JS may be attending, depending of the expense of travelling. It was suggested that the CiCeA could support part of JS travel expenses, but CRL confirmed that in the current financial situation the association is unable to support attendance to meetings of CitizED. It was agreed that CRL will contact them again with the suggestion that they schedule the board meetings of the journal to coincide with CiCe Network conferences.
17.15
Any other business
None
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